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The course was divided into two parts: one aspect related to agroforestry systems and the other
aspect related to the structure and management of protected areas (conservation units) for
ecotourism. 

The first part, relating to agroforestry systems, aimed to identify the steps involved in setting up
a forestry business, starting from the initial idea, via collecting all relevant information and
engaging in the developmental process. This was carried out by focusing on agroforestry
systems and ecotourism in coordination with national and international partners. The project was
implemented in the buffer zone within the “Montecillos” Biological Reserve and included an
outreach element that focused on food production on small farms; it also included a special focus
on rural sustainable energy in Natural Areas and agroforestry systems. The second part
regarding the structure and management of protected areas (conservation units) for ecotourism,
consisted in an introduction to the history of protected areas with particular reference to the
context of the Brazilian National System of Protected Areas (PA - Conservation Units). This was
followed by a discussion, in the Amazon context, on achievements and challenges regarding the
SDGs. 

The final part focused on conflicts between local populations and fully protected PAs in the
Amazon. This section related in particular, to a case study on the Utinga State Park, which is
connected to SDG 6, because it involves wicked problems in connection to urban clean water
supplies and sanitation. In addition, it also involves tourism and illegal activities in the Utinga
Park.
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Number of participating students:  35 students 

Main SDGs addressed:
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National University of Forestry Science, Honduras
University of Pará, Brazil

Google Meet
WhatsApp group (students and professors) 
Moodle platform

Verbal Communication: Synchronous classes
Non-Verbal Communication: Written Communication
Visual Communication
Listening: Asynchronous classes

Universities involved

Teachers involved: 
Prof. Dr. Raul Ivan Raiol de Campos and Prof. Ms. Menelio Bardales Dominguez.

List of technological tools used: 

List types of communication used: 

Methods used to promote interaction/collaboration among students: 
The method used to engage students in collaboration was VE which “is a pedagogic practice
based on values such as reciprocity and mutual learning, offering young people opportunities to
engage with multiple perspectives on particular issues or disciplinary areas, and to interact and
collaborate with distant peers within structured educational programmes in formal or non-formal
contexts” (Helm and Beaven 2020, p.1). In that sense, students coming from different
backgrounds and cultures were divided into seven groups, and based on the assignments they
undertook, they developed critical thinking and discussion skills based on wicked problems
related to water and forest of SDGs. For the synchronous online interaction meetings, the
students came together in their groups to share ideas and discuss the assignments using Google
meet. 

Assessment methodology and results produced by students: VE is a different pedagogical
practice because it is based upon the active methodology that considers the students as the
protagonists. This means that they need to engage, participate, analyse, discuss, interpret and
even provide possible solutions, in this case, to wicked problems. The aspect of this is that the
approach is a collaborative one, and that the students learn from each other: the peer-to-peer
learning model.

Preparations to set-up the course and division of tasks
Preparation for the VE consisted firstly in tutors undertaking the VE Project Design Training by
UNICollaboration. Subsequently, partnerships with the other universities involved in the VE
training course were formed. Partner teachers decided how to incorporate the themes of their
disciplines into their own collaborative VE project, such as Agroforestry (UNACIFOR) and
Structure and Management of Protected Areas for Ecotourism (UFPA). The partner teachers then
discussed the rationale, technology, overview, objectives/outcomes of the course, plans for
interaction and collaboration of students, the assignments/activities, the calendar and finally the
course outline. All this was done together and decided collaboratively.
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For students

Students revealed that the VE was an unforgettable experience
not only in terms of knowledge gained, but also because of the
cultural experience that they shared;
The active methodology helped the students to think “outside the
box”. This meant they went beyond the walls of the university,
thereby gaining a different perspective of learning and
discussing the wicked problems around the selected topics.

Benefits

For teachers

Teachers gained a more profound understanding of the students’
learning process;
Utilising the knowledge gained through the UNICollaboration VE
training course ensured the methodology implemented was more
meaningful and impactful for the students;
The learning process during a VE exchange is more productive
and requires collaboration, making students more proactive in
terms of discussing the assignments. 

For institutions
The university can expand institutional partnerships abroad;
The VE can be incorporated into interdisciplinary courses;
The VE can be incorporated into graduation and post-graduation
courses.
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The project should be a collaborative effort among equal partners from the outset,
however, consideration should be given regarding the number of partners to be
included in the project, as well as the participant demography, and how the curricula
can be made to complement each other. 

Will your project be interdisciplinary or will your disciplines be similar? 

Message from the team of
teachers in the VE-course
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