
Water and forests 
issues on 
community 
sustainable tourism 
and agroecology

19

Disclaimer: “The European Commission's support for the production of this publication 
does not constitute an endorsement of the contents, which reflect the views only of the 
authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be 
made of the information contained therein.”.



Tourism as an activity that converges towards environmental sustainability, permits the
implementation of the Green Economy, helps to address the UN's SDGs and overcome
exclusion in developing countries such as Brazil 
Agroecology as an opportunity for transition to food sovereignty, land sovereignty,
ecosystem restoration, together with the indigenous and local communities of the Amazon or
with the citizen movements in a European country like Italy.

This VE course was aimed at connecting students from the Federal University of Pará (Brazil) and
University of Padua (Italy) to host a cross-cultural learning experience about interconnections
with tourism, agroecology for water and forest protection. 

The course content addressed more general issues such as the discussion of the Anthropocene
epoch and its relationship with Wicked Problems; the conceptualisation of Sustainable
Development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). And then it turned to sustainable
tourism and agroecology, based on two main perspectives: 

Water and forests issues on community 
sustainable tourism and agroecology

Course duration: 7 Weeks 
Number of participating students:  33 students 

Main SDGs addressed:

University of Pádua, Italy 
University of Pará, Brazil

University of Pádua: Massimo de Marchi, Francesco Facchinelli, Edoardo Crescini 
University of Pará: Brazil: Marcelo Bentes Diniz, Márcia Jucá Teixeira Diniz, Sílvia Helena
Ribeiro Cruz. 

Universities involved: 

Teachers involved
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Moodle Platform
Padlet; GoogleEarth 
Slido
PDF-Presentation
Videoclasses
Presentation Videos

Technological tools used 

Verbal Communication (Synchronous classes)
Non-Verbal Communication (Written Communication)
Visual Communication
Listening (Asynchronous classes) 

Week 1: Introduction to the course, icebreaker – Synchronous Activity
Week 2: Case study 1 - Urban Agroecology in Padua – Asynchronous Activity
Week 3: Case study 2 - Cotijuba Island: “ribeirinhos” community (riversides) – Asynchronous
Activity 
Week 4: Preparing the final presentation – Asynchronous Activity 
Week 5: Case Study 3 - Networks of farmers in sustainable food production in Italy - El
Tamiso – Asynchronous Activity 
Week 6: Case study 4 – Community-based Tourism – Asynchronous Activity
Week 7: Final meeting, sharing emerging solutions to wicked problems – Synchronous
Activity 

Types of communication used 

Methods used to promote interaction and collaboration among students
The learning methodological approach during this collaboration comprised different resources,
which required the presence of at least one student from each participating institution in the
synchronous and asynchronous activities. For synchronous activities: building discussion groups
in a collaborative way; joint construction of virtual interactive whiteware. For asynchronous
activities: joint writing of texts, presenting collaborative tasks together. 

Assessment methodology and possible result produced by students
Students worked together in an interactive and collaborative way, to build a presentation in a
foreign language. The presentation was aimed at suggesting possible solutions related to the
case studies presented during the course.

Preparations to set-up the course and division of tasks
To set up the course, the teachers involved held a number of preparatory meetings in which the
content of the collaborative course was discussed. It was also decided how the course should be
structured and organised. Afterwards, the course content, divided into its respective units, was
made available on a Google Drive, for final adjustments together.  

The course was split into 7-weeks, as shown below, with the respective responsible teams: 
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For students

The exchange of information and knowledge allowed students to
meet people with different realities and from different
backgrounds and contexts; 
Because the course was given in English, it gave students
opportunities to practise a foreign language; 
Because the course involved universities from two countries -
Brazil and Italy - it allowed students to get to know different
environmental realities with a focus on wicked problems; 
Learn contents of Sustainable Tourism and Agroecology in
different realities: Amazon Region and an Italian context.

Benefits

For teachers

Teachers learned different teaching methodologies and how to
design and implement a VE during appropriate training
undertaken by UNICollaboration;
Training in English enhanced language skills;
Future possibility for professors from both universities to do
research and publish articles together;
To explore the diversity of the content taught together during the
course; 
Share technical cooperation and experiences on addressing
Sustainable Development Goals.

For institutions

Firstly, the strengthening internationalisation process involving
at least institutions of two other countries: (UNIPD) Italy, and
(UFPA) Brazil, which encouraged the sharing of knowledge
between them on different social and organisational realities; 
Teachers employed innovative teaching models and learned how
to use new pedagogical tools which brought various benefits for
the institutions involved (UNIPD and UFPA); 
The internal training and capacity promoted by the ESD courses
spanned across all the VE courses, and enabled the educators
involved to replicate VE courses and create multiplier effects
internally within each institution.
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To be successful, a VE course that tries to tackle wicked problems via the UN's SDGs
needs to be explained clearly to the students. They need to understand the benefits of
participating in such a programme and why these issues need to be discussed in a
collaborative way. 

We have common wicked problems in the world that require a joint approach to discuss
potential strategies to address them, in order to overcome them and allow and/or
enhance the achievement of the SDGs. 

Hence, the need to use interactive pedagogical practices such as Virtual Exchange,
which can involve students from different locations, whose exchange of experiences and
knowledge are very important if the sustainability goals are to be achieved. 

Message from the team of
teachers in the VE-course
Water and forests issues on community
sustainable tourism and agroecology
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